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Are you ready for Art? 
By Lauren Merge, Communications and  
Events Manager, Greenhill / 1st Ave.   

    

   It seems like Bark in the Park was just 

yesterday, but here we are approaching 

Art for Animals! This live 

and silent art auction is 

the second largest fund-

raiser that we put on 

each year.  

   This year the event will 

be held on Friday, No-

vember 11th, at the Nin-

kasi Admin Building (155 

Blair Boulevard). Art for 

Animals is a ‘swanky’ 

event, which for Eugene 

means a mix of folks in 

cocktail dresses and Columbia sweaters.  

We’ve been receiving donations of art-

work from local and distant artists. About 

150 of the pieces will make it into the 

event, where they will be auctioned off.       

   The money raised from the silent auc-

tion goes towards Greenhill and 1st Ave-

nue Shelter’s operational budget (food 

for the animals, vaccines, flea treatment, 

etc). The paddle raise, which raised over 

$12,000 last year, will be donated to our 

Mend a Friend Fund. This fund allows us 

to provide extensive and expensive medi-

cal care to pets that otherwise may not 

have a chance. (Remember Tallulah, the 

cat from 1st Avenue last year with the 

hole in her heart? Her 

heart surgery was par-

tially paid for with the 

Mend a Friend Fund.)  

   The artwork donated 

ranges from paintings to 

ceramics to fabric art. 

It’s generally high end 

artwork that makes it to 

the auction, and the 

pieces are breathtaking. 

We also get some really 

unusual pieces donated. 

So far, the most inter-

esting art piece donated is by an artist 

named Kludde. Kludde lives in New York…

and is a Dutch Shepherd Dog. He holds 

the paint brush in his mouth and whacks 

the colors around the canvas. How cute is 

that? 

   Keep an eye out in the coming days for 

open volunteer positions for Art for Ani-

mals – this is one event you don’t want to 

miss, and we have plenty of opportunities 

for you to help! 

   -Lauren and the Outreach Team 
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Foster friends by Cynthia H. 

people and business-
es outside of our shelters, 
the more we can do for 

the animals in our care. 

 
A bit about your back-
ground.. I grew up in 
upstate New York, went 
to college in Cincinnati, 
and decided to move to 
Eugene after traveling up 
and down the west coast 
in a '76 pop-top VW van 
for a summer many years 
ago.  My family is scat-
tered all over the coun-
try, but Oregon definite-
ly feels like home. Other 
than my previous time at 
Greenhill, I've worked in 
the wine and hospitality 
industry for most of 
the last decade, primari-
ly focused on marketing, 
advertising, and event 
planning.  
 
What are your hobbies? 
Anything that includes 
being outside and 
around animals and bugs 
- hiking, camping, gar-
dening, typical Oregon 
activities. I learned how 

Name: Sasha Elliott 
 
What do you do? I am 
currently sharing my time 
between the FAS kennel 
as an animal care techni-
cian and the develop-
ment department - right 
now focusing on Art for 
Animals, our 2nd largest 
fundraiser of the year. 
 
How long have you 
worked at Greenhill?: 
You may remember me 
as the Communications 
and Events manager 
from February 2013 to 
August 2015 - I spent a 
year away and missed 
working here so 
much!  I'm so glad to be 
back as of September 
2016. 
 
What’s your favorite 
part of your job? I think 
my job is amazing be-
cause I have such diversi-
ty in my responsibilities - 
At FAS I really like work-
ing directly with the ani-
mals, especially helping 
a shy or scared dog feel 
safe and secure.  And 
when working on 
events, I love communi-
cating with members of 
the public to share our 
story - and to get peo-
ple excited about what 
our organization is doing 
to help animals in our 
community.  Helping 
those in need really 
takes a team effort, and 
I believe the more sup-
port we can rally from 

to surf for the first time 
this summer and I'd like 
to practice that more - 
although the Oregon 
coast seems way too 
chilly for me!   
 
Do you have any pets? 
Yes, my fur-kids!  A 12 
yr old pitty named 
Hova and a 6 yr 
old shepherd named 
Willa. 
 
What’s your favorite 
book and /or movie? A 
few favorite books are 
the “Monkey Wrench 
Gang” by Edward Ab-
bey and “The Unteth-
ered Soul” by Michael 
Singer.  
 
What is something no-
body knows about 
you? My first job ever 
was "driving" the 
world's longest, fastest, 
wooden roller coast-
er.  If I didn't hit the 
brakes in time, I would 
have to send the pas-
sengers on the ride 
again in order for their 
seats to unlock.  Some 
people loved my horri-
ble driving 
skills because they got 
to ride again, but others 
who were crying (or 
throwing-up) were not 

so fond of me. 

 

 

 

 

Meet the Staff! 

Farmers Insurance Vol Group 

Northwest Christian           

University Volunteer Group 

Whole Foods Vol Group 
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By  Micaela Frank, Behavior Program Coordinator, 
CPDT-KA 
  
   We all like to give dogs treats because it 
makes the dog happy, which makes us 
happy. Treats are also crucial when train-
ing dogs using non-aversive methods. But 
is there a wrong way to give a treat? Prop-
er treat delivery really depends on timing, 
and all dog trainers know that proper 
treat placement is crucial as well. 
   I often see a common challenge here at 
the shelter: Volunteers or adopters like 
the idea of positive reinforcement train-
ing, and start to use some of the concepts 
when they are interacting with the dogs. 
Then, a dog who is really enjoying his 
treats gets a bit pushy, because, well, 
dogs do what works to get them what 
they want. Then people feel like positive 
reinforcement training isn’t working and 
turn to scolding, raise their voice, or phys-
ically stopping the dog from their pushy 
behavior. Folks conclude that treats might 
work in some cases, but overall, positive 
reinforcement just isn’t “tough” enough.  
   Well, famous trainers – people with 
PhDs behind their name – know this simp-
ly isn’t true. With excellent timing, the 
right kind of treat (the dog has to like it, 
after all), and proper treat placement, 
great training success can be had!  
   What is proper treat placement? It de-
pends on what you are trying to achieve. 
My usual go-to is to place treats on the 
floor for the dog. Why? Several reasons: 
  
-This encourages the dog to stay low and 
not jump up on me 
 
-By not giving the treat directly to the 
dog’s mouth, I avoid getting chomped by 
dogs who have a hard mouth, and I also 
don’t have to constantly sanitize my 

hands because I don’t come in to contact 
with their saliva. 
 
-Think about how giving treats on the 
ground “re-sets” a dog: If a dog gives me 
their attention and I reward that with a 
treat on the ground, the next thing they 
will probably do after eating the treat is to 
look back up at me again-another oppor-
tunity to reward attention! 
 
   There are some cases when I don’t treat 
on the ground. If I choose to give the treat 
right to the dog’s mouth, I make sure it is 
low enough that the dog’s feet don’t 
come off the ground.  
   So what about timing? Great timing 
comes with practice. If you find a dog is 
grabbing or mouthing your hand to try to 
get treats, that is not a good time to give 
them one, because it reinforces that be-
havior. I often wait until the dog has 
stopped mobbing me and actually looks 
straight ahead- they’ve given up trying to 
get treats from me, essentially – and then 
I reward that! The bmod volunteers spend 
so much time rewarding attention that 
this might seem counter-intuitive. But if 
the behavior you want is the dog to STOP 
trying to get treats from you, then you 
must reward when they do!  
   So to summarize-treat on the ground or 
right to the dog’s mouth. Give treats 
when you like the behavior that is hap-
pening. If you don’t like the behavior that 
is happening, don’t reinforce it by giving it 
attention, but make sure you know what 
behavior you will reinforce next.  
 
   Oh, and a friendly reminder: treats are 
available at both shelters and are for 
everyone who handles dogs to use! So 
don’t be afraid to join the fun.  

On Good Behavior 
Giving Treats 

It has been said 

that dogs live in 

the moment and it 

makes me feel good 

that I can give them 

some moments of  

doing what dogs 

love to do, walk! – 

Alice D., volunteer 

 

“ 

” 

Michele B and Tilly 

Charleston and Foster parent 

Nick! 
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It’s that time of year! It’s a Kitten Palooza!! 

   Foster kittens stealing hearts!  
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   Shelley works for Peace Health La-
boratory’s as a billing supervisor and 
has been there for 24 years.  She and 
her husband have been married for 29 
years and they have two children. They 
also have two Australian Shepherds 
named Rambo and Bella and two cats 
named Shadow and Grey! When they 

aren’t playing with foster kittens and their 
own pets they enjoy working around the 
house, outside activities and traveling when 
they can.  
   Shelley told us, “It is so much fun cuddling 
and playing with the kittens.  It’s the only 
time I get to play and hold kittens.  I just love 
it!  I feel like I’m doing a small part in this 
world. The hard part is, you fall in love with 
them all and it’s hard to give them back to 
Greenhill but, you have to think of the big 
picture. We are doing something good for 
the pets and someone is going to get a great 
healthy animal!”  

Paw Print 

Personals! 

Sweet and adorable girl looking 

for a home where  she can run 

and cuddle all the time! Find me 

at Greenhill! 

Ostara 

Handsome and loving male 

seeking the right home to get 

pets and love for the rest of his 

kitty days! Let’s meet at 1st Ave! 

Necco 

Friendly and soft bunny rabbit 

looking for a home to hop and 

play in! Come down to Green-

hill and watch me play! 

Lola 

Foster of the Month: Shelley Jordan 

   Meet Shelley Jordan, our Foster 
of the Month for October. Shelley 
started fostering for Greenhill and 
1st Avenue with her daughter 
when she was in high school. Her 
daughter needed some school 
credit. Fostering with Greenhill 
and 1st Avenue would work for 
school credit and they thought it would be fun! 
Her daughter wanted to foster puppies so that 
is what they did. Shelley says,  “She is really 
good with pets so I knew she would help me 
and it would teach her more responsibility of 
taking care of animals.”  
   Later on they transitioned to kittens and 
found it was a little easier with their life style. 
“I’ve had many fun times with the kittens. It 
seems most the time I’m trying to get them 
healthy and it’s so nice to see them do better 
and start really playing and running around 
enjoying life.”  

ter.  Cottage Grove did not 
have the resources needed 
to save Max's life and 
would have put him to 
sleep if Greenhill had not 
accepted him and per-
formed the necessary sur-
gery, etc. that he needed.   
   My current volunteer 
duties are helping with 
main floor cleaning at the 
Greenhill Cattery on Friday, 
Saturday, and Monday 
mornings. The big reward 
is in seeing the various cats 
being adopted into their 
forever homes.  I believe 
the clean environment 
contributes to the positive 
experience potential 
adopters have at Green-
hill.  In addition, I am hap-
py to help the staff get 
these chores done so that 
they have more time for 
their more technical du-
ties, such as those that 
were so necessary to re-
store Max's health. 

   Pete has contributed al-
most 400 hours of service 
to the Greenhill Cattery 
since May 2015.   He clearly 
demonstrates his love for 
cats and helping others dur-
ing each and every shift at 
Greenhill!   We can’t thank 
him enough for all the sup-
port and enthusiasm he 
brings to our shelter!     
Enjoy his inspiring story 
below- 
   Ten years ago our 19 year 
old cat died and my wife 
Betsy, said she wanted anoth-
er male cat that she was go-
ing to name Max.  We lived in 
Port Orford and Betsy was 
already semi house bound so 
I came to Eugene alone 
where our Son, Mark, and his 
Wife, Mely, live to look for a 
new cat.  Mark and Mely 
started my search by taking 
me to the Greenhill 
Cattery.  There were many 
cats on the main floor and we 

spent about half an hour look-
ing for a good match.  I had 
knelt down trying to get a 
particular cat to come to me 
when another black cat came 
running over to me.  I checked 
his collar, and his Cattery 
name was Max!  The rest was 
history, and for Betsy's last 7 
years Max was her constant 
companion, filling her days 
with love and devotion that 
flowed both ways. 
   Much of what I do now is 
payback, not only to Max for 
all he helped Betsy during her 
final years, but also to Green-
hill.  Max was a badly injured 
stray that had ended up at the 
Cottage Grove shel-

Volunteer of  the Month: Pete Rasmussen 
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It’s fun to 

help socialize 

these babies with 

lots of  cuddles 

and play time. 

- Melissa O.,  

foster 

“ 

” 

Foster kittens from Janell M. 

Petie  

Happy Tails! 

Squeaky  

Happy Tails! 

Shazia (formally Margarita) 

Happy Tails! 

Everything is going great,! Her new name 

is Shazia which is an Arabic name--we 

sometimes call her Zia, Shazizi etc. She 

had her wellness exam just 6 days after 

we adopted her and got a clean bill of 

health. She's still a bit skittish at times but 

is adjusting very well overall. We simply 

adore her and feel so fortunate to have 

her in our lives. We were very happy 

with our adopting experience at Green-

hill and will send you photos and maybe 

a story at some point.  

Squeak, Squeaky or Squeakers is going great! 

She plays like she's a kitten and is encourag-

ing our older cat to play. And they are getting 

along. All is well, we are all happy!  

He is the love of my life. We reverted his 

name back to Petie, he responds better. Petie 

is so loving. He's about 8 lbs. I took him to the 

vet right away & he is a sturdy little dog. He 

has really big ears and he can hold one up & 

one down at the same time. We have a big 

yard for him. One funny thing that he does is 

to stick his tongue out & leave it there for a 

bit & he looks so funny.  

Becca F. 


