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Why We Foster! 
   We, Nick and Stella, love 
fostering dogs with Greenhill 
and First Avenue Shelter. 
We especially enjoy hosting 
adult pitbull and pitbull mix-
es as we want to combat the 
public's negative perception 
of these lovable dogs. We 
started fostering with Green-
hill and First Avenue Shelter 
in late 2014 / early 2015; 
we have now fostered 11 
dogs! 
   We became interested in 
fostering after we decided 
that we weren't able to adopt. We 
weren't quite sure what the future held 
for us and knew that if we adopted a 
dog, we would be responsible for his 
or her wellbeing for years to come. 
Instead, we decided to look into foster-
ing. Neither of us were ever huge 
"animal people"; we just wished to add 
an animal into our lives. 
   Our experience as foster parents has 
been extremely rewarding. For Stella, 
it has been wonderful to have a furry 
friend nearby during this past stressful 
year in school. The neighborhood 
walks, weekend hikes, and cuddle ses-
sions have helped Stella take time for 
herself. Nick sometimes works from 
home and enjoys having a friend near-
by with whom to spend short breaks 
throughout the day. 
  At first, we worried that it would be 
too hard to say goodbye to our foster 

dogs. In reality, it has been great to 
see them be adopted. We love getting 
updates and seeing our past fosters in 
their new homes. In addition, fostering 
has been a great way to decide what 
attributes we desire in a future pet. 
We have also been able to witness the 
selfless love that shelter staff showers 
each dog with everyday; it's extremely 
inspiring! 
   Fostering is a great opportunity. We 
think other young professionals could 
be ideal foster parents. The shelters 
supply us with all needed food, medi-
cations, toys, etc. and work around our 
schedules if we have plans for travel-
ing. We have endless support from the 
staff and have found a great communi-
ty with other volunteers and fosters. 
Our families and friends love to see 
our social media updates with each 
new foster. 

Nick and Stella with foster dog, Lenny 
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Janice H. and Angelica 

foster homes and come 

back ready to be adopt-

ed! 
 

A bit about your back-

ground.. I was born and 

raised in Eugene, OR. 

Name: Samantha Mau-

mary 

 

What do you do? Foster 

Care Assistant  
 

How long have you 

worked at Greenhill / 1st 

Avenue?: A little over a 

year 

 

What’s your favorite part 

of your job?: Watching 

the animals grow in their 

Mainly had jobs in cus-

tomer service so this is 

my first job working with 

animals and I don't think I 

could ever go back to a 

regular job. 
 

What are your hobbies?: 

I love camping, hiking, 

reading and most of all 

playing with my amazing 

pets! 
 

Do you have any pets? 

Meet the Staff! 

Mike and Ike by Cheryl C. 

dogs (most of the time, 
annoying them with taking 
pictures and videos of 
them), and hiking Spen-
cer’s with her dogs, cats 
and husband.  She shared, 
“I had a misconception of 
what shelters were like. 
Volunteering here has real-
ly showed me that, alt-
hough these dogs and cats 
are homeless and waiting 
for their forever homes, 
they're waiting for them in 
a loving place where the 
staff and volunteers genu-
inely care and love them.  
Shelters are not the scary 
place I thought they were 
where dogs are cooped up 
and sad!  Quite the oppo-
site here at Greenhill and 
First Avenue. It's also 
taught me not to judge a 
dog ‘by its cover’ aka ap-
pearance. The big slobbery 
dog is a big gentle giant a 
lot of the time!” 

   Ruth Bern has been a deep-
ly devoted volunteer at 
Greenhill since 2015.  Her 
outgoing and amicable per-
sonality shines everywhere 
she goes! Her love and com-
mitment to animals is clearly 
presented each time she vis-
its the shelters. Not only does 
she help with dog walking 
and the behavioral modifica-
tion program at 1st Avenue 
Shelter but she also does 
doggie day trips to Grace 
Manor, an Assisted Living/ 
Senior Living Facility, every 
other week.  Her newest gig 
has been promoting dogs on 
Eugene’s KMTR news channel 
twice a week for Greenhill’s 
Pet of the Week.  On top of 
that, Ruth also kennel cleans 
with her husband on Sundays 
at Greenhill! 
   Ruth said her favorite part 
of volunteering is “Being able 
to work with the dogs! Know-
ing that I helped make their 

day better by taking them out 
on a walk and just spending 
time with them makes the 
long walks in the summer 
heat or rainy cold days so 
worth it! Seeing their progress 
from start until they get 
adopted is such a fulfilling 
feeling.”  Ruth mentioned 
that any free time she has 
goes to volunteering at 
Greenhill or 1st Avenue. 
   Outside of Greenhill, Ruth 
loves photography, spending 
time with her own cats and 

Volunteer of  the Month: Ruth Bern  

Yes! A Border Collie 

named Pongo, a kitty 

named Wilhelmina, and 

a Greenhill Graduate 

Rottweiler Pitbull 

named Rasta. 
 

What’s your favorite 

book and /or movie?: 

My favorite book is 

Flowers in the Attic, by 

V.C. Andrews and my 

favorite movie is Pulp 

Fiction.  
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By Micaela Frank, Trainer, 1st Avenue Shelter 

  
   School starts in September! Even if you’re not 
a student, it’s good to get back to basics some-
times. Here are some reminders on what to do 
if our furry friends decide to be the naughty 
kids in class!  
   Leash biting-Leash biting can be pretty scary, 
especially if you aren’t sure how to handle it. 
The dog may just be feeling a little stressed, but 
having gnashing teeth try to pull the leash out 
of your hands can be nerve-wracking! The big-
gest thing to keep in mind is that the dog is 
escalating, so that means the handler needs to 
de-escalate. Remain calm, take a deep breath, 
and stop moving. Plant your feet firmly and 
bring the leash down as low as you can. Gather 
as much of it up in your hands and wait for the 
dog to take a short break. When he does, click if 
you have a clicker, and give treats. Keep the dog 
focused on finding treats so that he doesn’t 
start up the behavior again.  
   Extra credit: If you know the dog might leash 
bite, carry a toy to redirect them, or use two 
leashes. If they grab one leash, you can hold the 
other. If they grab that one, you can switch.  
   Humping-This behavior is just annoying! If you 
are going in to a kennel or yard with a known 
humper, be ready to get them to do a different 
behavior first. Don’t wait for them to start the 
naughty business. If a dog starts humping you 
and you weren’t prepared, remain calm. See if 
you can nonchalantly twist your body out of 
their grasp. If the dog knows sit, you can also 
try asking them for this behavior and then re-
warding it.  
   Extra credit: If you see the dog start to wrap a 
paw around you, that’s a clue they are going to 
start humping. That gives you time to redirect 
before they start. And keep in mind, both male 
and female dogs can be humpers!  
   Barking-“SSSSSSSSHHHHHHHHHHH!!!!!!!!!!!” 
Well if only that worked! But generally, shush-
ing the dogs only exacerbates the barking, be-
cause dogs actually perceive this as attention. In 
fact, ignoring the barking is usually the best 
course of action in the kennel setting. But pay-
ing attention to when the dog stops barking and 
then rewarding that with your attention will 
help the dog learn that quiet gets them what 
they want.  
   Extra credit: Sometimes if a dog is really 

scared and that is the reason for their barking, 
throwing treats to them is best. No need to wait 
until they stop, just throw treats as a way to say 
“I’m a nice person and non-threatening.”  
   Mouthing: Yikes! No one likes to feel a dog’s 
teeth on their skin. Some dogs get mouthy 
when they are excited because they just don’t 
know what else to do. But it’s definitely a be-
havior we want to stop right away. First thing, 
remain calm. If the dog is on a leash, this can be 
used to move the dog away from your body. If 
you have a double-ended leash like the kind we 
use with the dog walking harnesses, you can 
clip one end of it to a chain link fence or even 
around a tree, and take a step away and re-
evaluate. If you’re in a yard, it might be best to 
step out and take a break. Then think about 
what you can redirect the dog’s attention to 
instead. Is there a toy around you can offer 
them? Can you throw treats away from you so 
their attention is not directed at you? Can you 
calmly ask for a behavior they know and then 
reward them for doing it?  
   Extra credit: Avoid raising your voice and mov-
ing around a lot. This can be very stimulating for 
dogs, and may make the dog mouth you even 
more.  
   Encouraging appropriate play- It’s best to 
avoid taking a toy out of a dog’s mouth because 
no one likes their stuff being taken away. Try 
trading toys when in yards, especially if you 
don’t know the dog well. Show the dog a toy, 
and when they drop the one they have in their 
mouth, throw the second. It’s also best to avoid 
wrestling or any physical contact that might 
confuse the dog and feel threatening. A really 
fun game to play is hiding a toy or treat and 
having the dog find it.  
   Extra credit: I get asked a lot of questions 
about tug. Tug is a fine game, but like any other 
game, we need to have rules! If you’re not con-
fident how to set rules for tug, opt for another 
game. 
    The best students are always prepared. Make 
sure to prepare the dog you’re walking by dou-
ble-checking equipment. Are the leashes and 
harness intact and fitted properly? Do you have 
lots of treats on hand to reward good behaviors 
and to redirect naughty ones? Is your leash 
short when passing other dogs so as to discour-
age fence fighting and reactivity? Then you are 
ready for an A+ time with your shelter buddy!  

On Good Behavior 
Back to Basics 

 

Each day I take 

home a new piece 

of  knowledge or 

understanding and 

am so thankful to 

be a part of  the 

Greenhill staff  and 

group of  volun-

teers. 

-Kim K., volunteer 

“ 

” 

Celia M.  

Kitten by Sally G. 
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Their favorite thing about 

fostering is the opportuni-

ty to “meet and make a 

difference in the life of so 

many different animals. It 

is always really exciting 

to get a new foster!” 

What do Ayla and Ian do 

“aside from cuddling 

cats?” They enjoy cook-

ing healthy food, taking 

hot showers, playing 

board games, and 

working on various jobs 

and projects.  

Ayla and Ian love fos-

tering because of the 

rewards for everyone 

involved—they can give 

the animals the care 

they need while also 

enjoying the additional 

members of their house-

hold! While they are 

sad to see the animals 

go, they also love see-

ing the animals get 

Meet Ayla Roark and Ian 

Vouros-Callahan, our 

Fosters of the Month for 

August! Ayla and Ian 

started fostering almost a 

year ago, after their cat 

passed away and they 

realized they missed fe-

line companionship. As 

they put it, “Fostering 

seemed like a great way 

to enjoy the company of 

cats while helping them 

out at the same time!” 

One of their most enjoya-

ble fostering experiences 

has been caring for and 

bottle feeding tiny kittens. 

Foster of the Month: Ayla Roark and Ian Vouros-Callahan 

Lisa A. 

Vern M.  

adopted and knowing 

they played a role in that. 

“It is a lot of fun to experi-

ence caring for a variety 

of cats, all with different 

stories and personalities,” 

they said. 

Ian and Ayla 

   Donation requests are soon going 

out for fabulous auction prizes at this 

year’s Art for Animals event! If you, or 

someone you know, have access to a 

timeshare, house/condo or any type 

of lodging in a fun location (like Bend, 

the coast, Disneyland, Seattle, Mexico, 

British Columbia, etc.) we would 

greatly appreciate a donation of a 

couple days or more. 

   We also need airfare discounts/

vouchers, tickets to UO sporting 

events (football, basketball, track) as 

well as local performances 

(Symphony, Opera, local theatre pro-

ductions), restaurant gift certificates, 

guided raft tours, or other fun items. 

   If you can help provide any of these, 

please let Glenda or Mischa in the De-

velopment office know as soon as 

possible! This ensures we are not du-

plicating our efforts and helps avoid 

overlapping our contact with possible 

donors. 

   Thank you so much for helping make 

this year’s Art for Animals 

a BIG success! To reach Glenda, call 

541-689-1503 x125; to reach Mischa, 

call 541-689-1503 x136, or email de-

velopment@green-hill.org.  

Donations needed for Art for Animals 
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Paw Print 

Personals! 

Strong, independent female 

looking for an adult-only home 

with people who love to play!  

Come meet me at 1st Avenue! 

Opalite! 

Gentle and sophisticated 

sweetheart seeking someone to 

spend her retirement years with! 

Come visit me at Greenhill! 

Penny! 

Shy but friendly female hoping 

for a family of adults and teens 

who will love her and pet her! 

Come say hi at Greenhill!  

Lulu! 

Speaking Out Fur the Animals 
Outreach Reaches Out for Volunteers 
By Lauren Merge, Communications and  
Events Manager, Greenhill / 1st Ave.   

 

   Outreach is on the lookout for new event 
volunteers! Our department does numerous 
events a month, getting the word out about 
the amazing work that our staff and volun-
teers are doing to save lives.  
 
   We do informational and educational 
events, where we set up a table and talk to 
community members about the work we do. 
Sometimes we present to families and their 
children on pet safety and owner responsibil-
ity. 
 
   We also do adoption events, where we take 
animals offsite to find them new homes! 
And of course, there are the fundraising 
events – like Pints for a Cause at Ninkasi, 
where you can hang out with adoptable dogs 
and drink beer. Or Dog Days of Summer with 
PK Park, where you and your pup can watch 
the Emeralds play while supporting shelter 
pets.  
 
   There are a variety of volunteer positions 
that go within these events – most notably 
manning the informational booth or handling 
adoptable dogs. It doesn’t matter what your 
position is, though – all amazing event volun-
teers have a few things in common.  
 

    Event volunteers are outgoing and friendly! 
These folks have a positive attitude and a 
chipper nature. They are welcoming to visitors 
at our events and are always happy to answer 
questions.  
   They are honest about our work and their 
experiences. They share the love and wonder 
of volunteering but are also upfront about the 
difficulty and occasional heartbreak of shelter 
work.  
   They aren’t afraid to say they don’t know. If 
someone asks a question they don’t know 
they answer to, they find the information or 
put that person in touch with someone who 
has the answers. 
 
   So how does one become a great event vol-
unteer? Here are some easy do’s and don’ts: 
 
DO:  

-Say hi first! Greet people as they walk by 
the booth or the dog you are han-
dling.  

-Invite people to ask questions and/or pet 
your dog! 

-Be educated on the work Greenhill and 
1st Avenue do. We have a compre-
hensive brochure that covers the 
majority of our programs, so be fa-
miliar with those.  

 
DON’T:  

-Ignore people! If someone walks up to 
the booth and you’re chatting with a 
staff member or other volunteer, 
break off your conversation to greet 
the visitor. We’ll understand.  

-Be rude – if someone asks something 
you don’t know, or says something 
mean, be polite and work to find a 
solution. Or just smile! 

   If you read this and thought, “Hey! I’d be 
good at doing those things!” then please be-
come an Outreach Event Volunteer! It’s all fun 
and games…pretty much all the time! 

   -Lauren and the Outreach Team 
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It’s difficult 

because we do 

run out of  fos-

ter homes and 

I’m glad I can 

take part in 

helping. 

 -JJ B., foster 

“ 

” 

Upcoming Events 
& Classes: 
 

*Pints for a Cause– Aug. 

4th 

*Tank Runs for Slug 

Queen—Aug. 12th 

*Dog Days of Summer 

with the Emeralds at PK 

Park– Aug. 23rd 

*Paws in the Garden– 

Sept. 18th 

Cora and Toby 2 

Bailey Wilkerson 

Happy Tails! 

Geronimo 

Happy Tails! 

Dega/Degas 

Happy Tails! 

Degas is still Dega/Degas. He is a little 

cat so sometimes he is called "little boy." 

He was sleeping about 2 feet away from 

me and he is comfortable and happy. He 

is the sole pet and he is very sweet and 

loving. He is getting used to his new sur-

roundings and had a great first check-up 

with the vet. The adoption process was 

smooth and we are looking forward to 

many more years with Degas. We have 

adopted some older cats before from 

Greenhill and have loved them all. 

What a funny cat! He doesn't play very much 

though. My other cat tries to play with him all the 

time but he's not into it at all really. But he does 

love it here. He is just an indoor cat and he seems 

fine with that. We did change his food and he 

was fine with that as well. I haven't had the 

chance to take him to the vet yet, but I just got a 

car so I will be taking him in very soon. He al-

ways sits right next to me during dinner. He's not 

begging, he just likes to sit there. He really loves 

my daughter, too. So we are a happy family. 

Bailey is fantastic! We went to the vet and all 

looks good. She is so sweet. I have been work-

ing with her and she knows commands like sit, 

down and stay. She is learning fast, she's smart.  

She is fine on walks and is good with other 

animals. She is great with people. I took her to 

meet the crew at Dutch Brothers & they loved 

her. She's my girl. Greenhill was a GREAT ex-

perience. All great people. Perfect.  I've al-

ready recommended to friends that they visit 

Greenhill. Our vet was impressed with the rec-

ords that were sent with Bailey. 


